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Introduction 
Those authors whose abstracts are accepted will be invited to 
present the abstracts at Congress, as a short oral presentation, 
with a poster presentation of the abstract on display for the 
duration of Congress.  Abstracts not selected for presentation, may 
be asked for permission for poster presentation.   

The submission of an abstract implies the author’s willingness to 
present the abstract at Congress. Details of our requirements for 
oral presentations will be provided in due course to those authors 
whose abstracts are selected for presentation at Congress. All 
abstracts that are presented at Congress will also have the full 
paper published within Equine Veterinary Health Update. 

Closing date for submissions: NOVEMBER 1ST 2015 

All presentations submitted from general equine practice will be 
considered for the best piece of work submitted by a practitioner.   

The presenter of each accepted abstract will receive free 
registration at Congress for the day of his/her presentation. 
However, travel, subsistence and accommodation expenses will 
not be offered. Presenters are, of course, very welcome to register 
separately for other days of Congress – please use the speaker 
category. 

 
In order to encourage the submission of papers/works 
by practitioners, there will be a call for abstracts on a 
2 tier system, of which both tiers should aim to follow 
the guide lines set out below, but with certain lee 
ways made for the second tier. 
 
TIER 1 
 
In order to encourage submission of the newest scientific 



information for inclusion in the SAEVA congress program and 
simultaneously not jeopardize future publication of this material in 
a refereed journal. 
Submissions may include:  

case series with follow-up data,  

or the results of experimental or observational studies as scientific 
papers, 

“How to” review papers 

Cadaver studies 

SINGLE CASE REPORTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED IN THIS 
CATEGORY.  

Abstracts describing a study using clinical cases that lack 
confirmed, definitive diagnoses are not acceptable.  

Abstracts that describe data as pending are not acceptable.  

Vague statements such as “the results will be discussed” will not 
be acceptable.  

Preliminary data from an ongoing study can be used. But, you 
cannot submit another abstract next year on the same data (even 
if you have more data and it is more accurate), unless the abstract 
is about a completely different set of data or a different part of the 
project.  

You must put actual data in the abstract: do not submit the 
abstract expecting to get the data by the time you present it at the 
congress. 

Summary: 

Submit a 300 word abstract x 2  (one blind one unblind), by closing 
date. Selected abstracts will be presented at congress.  Abstract 
will be put into poster format for display throughout congress and 
then also published in the Equine Health Update. 

 

TIER 2 



These papers may include Tier 1 plus: 

SINGLE CASE reports, if a definitive diagnosis has clearly been 
reached 

Multi species/cross species comparisons eg. Treatment of 
endometritis in the dog v’s horse v’s cattle. 

Summary: 

300 word abstract or full case report x2 (one blind, one unblind) 
received by closing date. Authors of selected abstracts/case 
reports will be invited to present at SAEVA congress. 

 

 
General Instructions for Authors. 
 
TIER 1: 
The following criteria have been developed for the submissions of 
Scientific Papers that will be published in the SAEVA congress.  In 
such instances, the published abstract can be < 300 words. 
However, these “abbreviated abstracts” should follow a structured 
format with the same subheadings as the full-length scientific 
paper: 

 
The abstract should be provided with the following headings:  

Reasons for performing study: i.e. why the work was undertaken 
in the first place, the background behind the decision to choose 
this subject to study.  

Objectives: The statement that is being tested or the original 
aims of the study and the deliverables.  

Study Design: concise statement of the study design.  

Methods: Brief description of materials and methods and 
methods of testing hypotheses.  

Results: Brief highlights of the results obtained.  

Conclusions: Conclusions drawn from results. 

 



The abbreviated abstract does not need references but 
appropriate acknowledgments should be included.  

 
It remains the authors’ responsibility to preserve their right to 
publish in a refereed journal by contacting the respective journal to 
discuss their prior-publication criteria, so that an accepted 
abbreviated abstract will not jeopardize publication in the refereed 
journal. These submitted abbreviated abstracts should be 
identified with the words “RESEARCH ABSTRACT” at the end of 
the title. 

 
The quality of the submission will determine the selection. Missing 
data or proposed, but not completed procedures, will exclude the 
submission from consideration. At least one author of a report 
describing diagnosis, treatment, or the interpretation of medical 
information should be a veterinarian. 

All submissions should strictly adhere to the Guidelines for 
abstracts.  

Authors are expected to acknowledge all sources of funding or 
support for the work described and to disclose any financial 
interest (including ownership, employment, consultancy 
arrangements, or service as an officer or board member) they 
have with companies that manufacture or sell products that figure 
prominently in the paper or with companies that manufacture or 
sell competing products.  Such an interest will not necessarily 
influence the decision to accept or reject a submission for the 
program, but must be included in the Acknowledgments section for 
the congress proceedings. 

TIER 2: 

May be written as above, or in a more relaxed format of the 
following: 

Introduction 

Case details (history, clinical exam, lab findings, diagnostic 
imaging) 

Differential diagnoses 

Treatment 



Results 

Follow up 

Discussion 

References 

 

 
Guidelines for Abstracts 
 
To facilitate blinded peer review, submit 2 copies: 

◦ Copy for peer review: Remove author names and addresses and 
delete all identifying details and where appropriate replace 
these  with the words “details masked for peer review” in the 
main body of the abstract;  

◦ Unblinded copy for production: This must include the authors’ 
names and addresses after the abstract title and any Ethical 
 declarations described at the end of the abstract. Underline 
the name of the person who will present at Congress. Please 
provide email and telephone communications. 

 

Format 

Failure to adhere to the following format will result in non-
acceptance.  

 
◦ No more than 4 single-spaced pages. This does not include 

tables, figures, and references 
◦ 12 point font 
◦ 1” margins 
 
Title: 

The title should be 15 words or fewer, at the top and on the first 
page. 

Example: 



            Upper Respiratory Dysfunction in Horses During High 
Speed Exercise 

Reasons for performing study: i.e. why the work was undertaken 
in the first place, the background behind the decision to choose 
this subject to study.  

Objectives: The statement that is being tested or the original aims 
of the study and the deliverables.  

Study Design: concise statement of the study design.  

Methods: Brief description of materials and methods and methods 
of testing hypotheses.  

Results: Brief highlights of the results obtained.  

Discussion: Important findings documented in the results of the 
study should be stated. Results should be related to other work 
which has been done and how the results differ or agree with 
previously published work and why any differences may have 
occurred should be discussed. The practical take home message 
for the equine practitioner should be clearly defined and stated in 
the summarizing final statement.  

Conclusions: Conclusions drawn from results. 

References: All submissions must include references. References 
to published works should be limited to what is relevant and 
necessary. Number references in the text with superscript 
numbers consecutively in the order in which they are first cited. 
Under references, list all authors when there are three or fewer; list 
only the first three and add “et al.” when there are four or more. 
The author is responsible for the formatting and accuracy of all 
reference citations. Since readers frequently depend upon the 
reference citations to guide them in further reading, it is imperative 
that the citations are correct so that libraries can locate the papers 
a reader may wish to obtain. 

Examples: 

Journal article: 

Auer JA, Martens RJ, Williams EH. Periosteal deformities in foals. 
Am J Vet Res 1982;181:459-466. 



Murphy CJ, Lavoie JP, Groff J, et al. Bilateral eyelid swelling 
attributable to lymphosarcoma in a horse. J Am Vet Med Assoc 
1989;194:939-942. 

Book: 

Turner AS, McIlwraith CW. Techniques in large animal surgery. 
Philadelphia: Lea and Febiger, 1982;186-191. 

Banks P, Bartley W, Birt LM. The biochemistry of the tissues 2nd 
ed. London: John Wiley & Sons, 1968;24. 

Devlin TM, ed. Textbook of biochemistry with clinical correlations. 
New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1982;14-36. 

Chapter in a book: 

Axelrod B. Glycolysis. In: Greenberg DM, ed. Metabolic pathways, 
vol 1. 3rd ed. New York: Academic Press, 1967;112-145. 

Kainer RA. Functional anatomy of equine locomotor organs. In: 
Stashak TS, ed. Adams’ lameness in horses 4th ed. Philadelphia: 
Lea and Febiger, 1987;12-18. 

Proceedings: 

Divers TJ. Acute renal failure in horses and cattle, in Proceedings. 
3rd Am Coll Vet Int Med Forum 1985;93-95. 

 

Products and equipment should be identified by chemical or 
generic names or descriptions.  All products should be 
footnoted, along with the manufacturer’s full address. A trade 
name may be included in a lettered footnote along with the name 
and location of the manufacturer when the product or equipment 
was essential to the outcome of the experiment or treatment. 

Example: All horses were sedated with a combination of 
detomidine HCLa (10-20 mg/kg IV) and butorphanol tartrateb (0.01-
0.02 mg/kg IV). 

aDomosedan® Orion Corporation, Espoo, Finland. bTorbugesic®, 
Fort Dodge Animal Health, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. 



 

 

Figures:  

• Figures should be cited in the text in parentheses (Fig. 1) 
consecutively in the order of which they are first mentioned. 

• The figure itself should also be numbered to correspond to the 
citation in the text. 

• Figures must include captions, 40 words or fewer. 
 

Tables: Tables should be self explanatory and should supplement 
the text. Provide a concise, descriptive title for each table.  

Acknowledgments: Acknowledgments should include financial 
and material support for research (e.g. Grayson Jockey Club 
Research Foundation, AQHA Foundation) and technical support 
for work performed. Authors are expected to disclose the nature of 
any financial interests (including ownership, employment, 
consultancy arrangements, or service as an officer or board 
member) they have with companies that manufacture or sell 
products that figure prominently in the submission or with 
companies that manufacture or sell competing products. 

 

Permissions: If you wish to use previously published material, 
including text, photographs, or drawings, you must acknowledge 
the original source and submit written permission from the 
copyright holders (author and publisher) to reproduce the material. 
Provide this permission when you submit your original manuscript. 

 Conflicts of Interest:  

Summary  

1. Any and all authors listed on the paper must disclose any 
actual or potential conflicts of interest 

2. Any and all authors listed on the paper must disclose if no 
conflict exists 

3. The nature of the conflict (actual or potential) needs to be 
described 

   



SAEVA reserves the right not to accept any submission without 
further recourse. 

 


